Casey Lou and the Monster in the Attic
Lesson Plan

Language Arts

Type of Lesson: Reading Comprehension, Theme, and Literary Elements
Vocabulary:
· Simile
· Onomatopoeia
· Theme
· Topic/Main Idea
· Adjective
· Characteristics
Prerequisite Knowledge:
· Basic literary elements such as topic, theme, writer’s purpose, character, setting, etc.
· Basic literary devices such as adjectives, similes, and onomatopoeia, etc.
Essential Question:  
· How does the author use action and literary elements and devices to establish a theme for the book?
Materials:
· “Casey Lou and the Monster in the Attic” by Jan McKenzie

· Topic and Theme Cut Outs

· Expo Markers

· “Casey Lou” Worksheet

Activating Strategy:
· Students will use Expo markers to draw two large circles on their desks/whiteboards.  They will label one circle, “Topics/Main Ideas” and one circle, “Themes”
· Students will work in groups to discuss and sort the topic and theme cut outs into their correct circles.
· Teacher will then review with the whole class, which of the cut out are merely topics or main ideas and which are actual themes from literature.
·  Students will then discuss the similarities and differences between topics and themes and identify the stories from which these topics and themes may originate (i.e. The Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, The Ugly Duckling, The Wizard of Oz, etc.)
Instructional Activity: 

· Teacher will read the story, “Casey Lou and the Monster in the Attic”, pausing after page 15 to allow students to break into groups and answer the first several questions on the “Casey Lou” worksheet.
· Teacher will then finish the book and discuss possible themes for the story.

· Teacher will search using the keywords “Casey Lou” on You Tube and find videos of the actual dog and some of its antics.  Videos are entitled, “Casey Lou Moves Mr. Bear”, “Casey Lou, Teddy and Max play”, “Casey Lou Misses”, Casey Lou Catching Toys”, and “Casey Lou Rolls on Her Bone”

· Independent Practice-  Complete “Casey Lou” worksheet
· Differentiation – Have students complete worksheet activity in small groups.
· Extension – Have students create a chart or Venn diagram to compare and contrast the theme of “Casey Lou and the Monster in the Attic” with another story they have read or are familiar with in regards to theme.
Quality Plus Teaching Strategies:
 Reading Comprehension, Background Knowledge,  Comparison/Contrast
Summarizing:

Teacher will summarize by having students share their completed worksheet to a partner and then to the class.  Or, teacher will have students summarize the story using the beginning, middle, and end actions of the characters within the story.
Culminating Activity (assessment at the end of the unit):

